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My Dear friends, 

My prayer is that you are well, healthy, thriving, safe. Greetings in the name of our precious Saviour and Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Some words from the Scriptures: 

Luke 21: 36 

“Watch out and keep praying that you can escape all that is going to happen and that the Son of Man will be pleased with you.”

Colossians 4:2

“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.”

Friends of God, literally, everything has changed. The world as we know it has been turned on its head by a protein so small we cannot see it with the naked eye. We tend to think that world revolutions happen in the big things. The coronavirus has taught us differently. 

Literally, everything is different. 

What was “normal” just a few months ago is a world that has gone. 

When lockdown hit we knew we had to pivot from live events to virtual conversations so that we could stay connected with our friends and members and supporters to keep you engaged, informed and filled with the word of God, even as the Covid-19 pandemic continued to affect our lives and relationships and livelihoods and ability to stay connected.  

One of the questions that has constantly been on my mind is, “what word does the church offer to people in a time of turmoil and crisis?” 

If you pardon me, but I think Churchill did it best. 

Therefore, on our Facebook page you will find a reflection and study on the Book of Revelation, parts I and II, and I commend it to you. “Revelation” is God’s word to the church in a time of crisis. I will be sending it to our website team today to be included there. Each part is about 15 minutes in total, including the video. 

However, the video is intensive, and will require stopping and maybe taking some notes as you go. I wrote the text but did not produce the video. 

So have a look where I’ve tried to break it down for you so that Revelation gets to be understandable for you. It is a great book, if one digs down beneath all the “weird n fantastical” nonsense that has been told about it, and really understand what it is that God is ‘revealing’ through this rather odd – if not weird – piece of New Testament writing. The early Church thought to include it, so it is a book for the Church. 

And once we get past the idea that it is “difficult” you’ll see how meaningful Revelation is in any time of crisis for the church, which is exactly why Revelation has remained a powerful testimony to Jesus Christ. 

Above you’ll see texts from Luke 21 and Colossians 4, watch and pray, and these words are an integral part of the book of Revelation. Be blessed in your study of it. 

I commend you to spread light in the darkness – to be a sharer of God’s light, to avoid delving into and forwarding ‘conspiracy theories’, to be part of the solutions to many problems of the world, to show how God’s Light is in you, and to lead others into the light. In these times, it is so easy to fall into the patterns of the world’s darkness. Be an angel of God’s light! 

In watching and praying, let’s remember each other in prayer. 

Pray for those who are sick; pray for the frontline carers and medical personnel; pray for the church, for me and the leaders of the church; pray for our children and students in this very disordered academic year; pray for healing and for God’s light to shine even in the gloomy of a shattered economy and families ripped apart by distance. 

Please pray for my friends, Tony and Meg. Tony is in hospital in Knysna. Meg is so worried, but can't see him due to coronavirus restrictions. Please keep them and each other in your prayers. Thank you.

Thanks to all who sent messages and called after my dad passed away. He was 82, lived in Cape Town, and we have peace about it. 

Friends, we have Services on Sundays at 9h30 although usually you can access them a little earlier. Our Services are on Facebook St. Columba’s Presbyterian Church Hatfield, on our website www.stcolumbachurch.co.za. 

August is Women’s Month at St Columba’s Presbyterian, Hatfield. Watch our special Services and guests all through August as we reflect upon, speak about and honour the women of our church and world. We have a great line-up! 

Thank you, as always for your continuing support of our beloved St. Columba’s, through your prayers, gifts, tithes, and ministry. 

I also want to give a special word of thanks to all who have contributed to our weekly Services, Wednesday devotions and Sunday Services. We try to make them accessible to as many people as possible. If you live in a village, how about sharing them with your neighbours, family and friends? 

The Service leaders work hard to prepare and deliver Services. And then they have to send them to me for editing, sound and video. I split them into two versions, audio for WhatsApp sharing and video for the fixed platforms like Facebook and website. The video files are much larger so are not appropriate for message platforms like WhatsApp. 

This has been a steep learning curve for me. Going totally online is very technical and requires some hardware. It takes more than a day just to edit and format the Services after I receive them from the speaker. A huge thanks to my wife, Jenni, who has contributed so much behind the scenes to produce the videos, and she also records the live Holy Communion Services each month. 

(Watch out in August I’ll be doing TWO Communion Services!) 

So big thanks to Jenni, she has been an absolute star and always willing to share her knowledge and expertise. 

To our admin stars, Funge, Ryan and Suzanne, who have kept the admin going through year-end, a huge round of applause! 

I have been participating in some local initiatives. There is a LEAN group, which stands for Local Ecumenical Action Committee, that has been active in raising community awareness around GBV (gender-based violence), acquiring, sorting and delivering food parcels and vouchers for those in need on the eastern suburbs of Pretoria, and especially the homes for the elderly, in all areas. So we are NGK Skuilkrans, Lutheran, UCCSA, Anglican, Methodist, UPCSA, and some of the Institute programs of UP and local NGOs. 

I use the telephone to call friends and members, so if you need to talk to someone, please do let Paula or I know. Visiting is possible, but requires certain protocols to be observed but I in principle don’t mind visiting in these times. I am also available on the WhatsApp video, skype, Zoom. If you make an appointment, we can arrange a suitable platform. I can’t visit in retirement villages or hospitals, because that is high risk for the residents. 
Craig: 072 152 2327  or 012 430 2719 or Paula: 082 447 7864
One more matter: an appeal for volunteers -  

Noodoproep uit Die Palms-aftreeoord
Gedurende die krisistyd waarin ons lewe, het ons mekaar dringend nodig. Dis ons voorreg om, waar nodig, mense met kospakkies te help. 

In die Palms Aftree-oord in Silverton word ’n groot getal ouer persone versorg. Sommige is nog gesond en onafhanklik, ander is swak en siek en het daaglikse versorging nodig. 

Die Corona-pandemie het nie net van die inwoners getref nie, maar ook ’n hele aantal personeellede,  wat ’n krisis in die aftree-oord veroorsaak. ’n Dringende versoek het van die direkteur Suster Annette Erasmus gekom: Ons het dringend die hulp van vrywilligers nodig om ons te help met die bedien van etes aan die oumense. 

Drie etes word bedien: ontbyt (08:00), middagete (12:00) en aandete (16:00). Voorsorgmaatreëls om die vrywillgers te beskerm word gewaarborg. Skakel asseblief met Suster Annette Erasmus (012 804 6014 of 072 461 7191) om hulp aan te bied.

Thank you. 

Now, dear friends, the Lord bless you and keep you; 

The Lord make his face to shine upon you, 

And give you peace. 

In Christ our Lord, 

Rev Craig  
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